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There are two sides to every story. Rosalyn Schanzer's engaging and wonderfully illustrated book

brings to life both sides of the American Revolution. The narrative introduces anew the two

enemies, both named George: George Washington, the man who freed the American colonies from

the British, and George III, the British king who lost them. Two leaders on different sides of the

Atlantic, yet with more in common than we sometimes acknowledge. We are lead through their

story, and the story of their times, and see both sides of the arguments that divided the colonies

from the Kingdom. Was King George a "Royal Brute" as American patriots claimed? Or was he, as

others believed, "the father of the people?" Was George Washington a scurrilous traitor, as all the

king's supporters claimed? Or should we remember and celebrate him as "the father of his

country?" Who was right? History teaches us that there are two sides to every story. Rosalyn

Schanzer's book is an accessible account of one the most vital periods in American history. It is also

a timeless lesson in seeing history from different points of view. The author spent two years

researching books, paintings, cartoons, and descriptions of Revolutionary times. She uses art, text,

and first-hand accounts to illustrate how history should never be reduced to simplistic conflicts

between the "good guys" and the "bad guys." Her illustrations, and her engaging quote bubbles,

bring the Revolution to life again, and allow the characters of the period to speak for themselves.

Through its lively text, detailed illustrations, and fully authenticated quotes, George vs. George

shines fresh light on both sides of the story of our country's formative years.
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We read this book as part of my son's studies of the American Revolution. In all honesty, until he

began these studies, I'd never given much thought to George Washington - now I find myself

fascinated by this man's character. While I've graduated to adult literature about our first President, I

continue to read my son's books, as well. As this title suggests, the author attempts to present facts

(drawn from historical documents) about the Revolutionary War, George Washington and King

George III and to demonstrate the two men's reasoning behind the decisions they made and draw

parallels between them. I got the feeling that she really wants us to "like" George III, because,

according to her research, a majority of Britains did, and he wasn't really a "tyrant". She indicates

that while our Declaration of Independence puts all the blame on George III, it was really Great

Britain's Parliament that was to blame. George III never meant to harm anyone. Hmmmm. I'll

reserve comment on that.If you're looking for a lot of info about George Washington, this really isn't

the book. If you want a children's book where the author attempts to give a look at both sides of the

war, she does that here. Her artwork is wonderful in its simplicity, yet still loaded with detail.One

thing missing from this book, since it's as much about differences as it is parallels...My son

wondered if George III ever actually fought for his country like George Washington did.And then,

Schanzer has Washington smiling broadly during the charge of the Battle of Princeton, as he says

"It's a fine fox chase, my boys." I doubt he smiled at all, simply because he was continuously

troubled by painful tooth problems, wore dismally uncomfortable dentures and was very self

conscious of the whole matter.
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